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The cemetery's rules and regulations play an 

important part in the beautification and preservation 

of the sacred resting place of the faithful departed. 

They are intended not as restraining, but rather as 

defining an orderly plan of operation, care, and 

permanent maintenance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for entrusting Catholic Cemeteries of 

Long Island with the care of your loved ones. Please 

click the links below to review additional details on 

the cemetery’s rules and regulations. We appreciate 

your understanding and cooperation in following 

these guidelines. Should you have any questions, 

please contact the cemetery office. 

Cemetery Planting & Decoration Guidelines 

Overview of Cemetery Rules & Regulations 

Planting & Decoration Guidelines—FAQ 

2025 Holiday Decoration Placement Schedule 

 

UPCOMING HOLIDAYS 

DECORATION PLACEMENT & CLEANUP DATES 

Cemetery Cleanups Cemetery Irrigation 

Catholic Cemeteries of Long Island maintains irrigation 

systems for our burial lawn grounds at our cemeteries 

which  ensure a healthy lawn throughout most seasons 

of the year. Our irrigation systems utilize on-site wells 

that account for 99% of the water used. This promotes 

growth and beautiful lawns at our cemeteries, since no 

chlorine or chemicals are added to the well water. 

Backflow devices at each cemetery prevent fertilizer and 

chemicals from seeping into the main pipe and water 

supply. These devices undergo yearly tests by licensed 

inspectors.  

Below are answers to some questions frequently asked 

by cemetery visitors, particularly during the summer 

months. It is important to note that irrigation is not part 

of Permanent Maintenance, but rather an added benefit 

at the discretion of management to enhance the 

appearance of our cemeteries.  

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Why are my plants dry in front of the monument? 

Sprinkler heads are designed to place the maximum 

water in the lawn areas of the cemetery. They are not 

intended to water the area in front of the family 

monument at the gravesite. Any planting done within 

the allowable space in front of the monument needs to 

be maintained (watered and cared for) by the family.  

Why is the grass brown in some areas? 

Brown grass is not dead, merely 

dormant. Excessive sun, shade, 

fertilization, heat, and rain all contribute 

to lawn appearance. Brown grass is 

often due to summer heat followed by 

periods of deficit natural rain fall. The sprinkler 

systems are designed to establish new grass growth 

and maintain lawn appearance during normal weather, 

not to replace nature’s watering. 

Why was the lawn sprinkler on during the day at my 

last gravesite visit? 

Lawn sprinklers are tested weekly 

during irrigation season. The staff 

isolates a particular zone or zones and 

tests system components. Frequent 

inspections are necessary for many reasons.  

 

For more information, click the link below: 

Cemetery Irrigation Overview 

Holiday 

Placement Date 

Place ON or 

AFTER  

Cleanup Date 

Take away 

BEFORE  

Mother’s Day 5/3/2025 5/19/2025 

Memorial Day 5/17/2025 6/2/2025 

Father’s Day 6/7/2025 6/23/2025 

Independence Day 6/28/2025 7/14/2025 
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Cemetery New Hires 

Looking for a stable, rewarding work environment and a 

generous employee benefits package? We are seeking 

detail oriented and caring individuals to contribute to our 

mission serving the Catholic faithful on Long Island. We 

provide a career path where you can use your talents and 

skills to benefit others in their time of need and 

thereafter. Benefits include but are not limited to health/

medical, dental, paid time off, life insurance, and 403(b) 

retirement plan with employer matching contribution.   

With four locations across Long 

Island, opportunity exists in several 

areas at any given time, including: 

Cemetery Field Staff, Customer 

Sales & Service, Finance, and 

Management. Visit CCLongIsland.org/

career-opportunities or scan the QR 

code on the right to review current 

openings. 

Career Opportunities at CCLI 

Welcome to our New Hires! Please welcome the 

following employees who have joined Catholic 

Cemeteries of Long Island since December 2024: 

Cemetery of the Holy Rood 

• Roberto Fernandez, Field Worker (Dec 2024) 

• Michael Posniak, Customer Sales & Service 

Manager (Jan 2025) 

Queen of Peace Cemetery 

• Eric Guzman, Business & Data Analyst (Jan 2025) 

Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 

• Michael McGarr, Field Worker (Dec 2024) 

• Joseph Ruisi, Field Worker (Feb 2025) 

Celebrating 40 Years with Catholic Cemeteries of Long Island 

On Wednesday, March 26th, Catholic Cemeteries of Long Island hosted an employee appreciation lunch at Holy 

Sepulchre Cemetery in Coram for the field and office employees of Holy Sepulchre and Queen of All Saints. After 

lunch, Catholic Cemeteries of Long Island’s President & CEO Richard Bie and CFO John Kennedy addressed the 

staff to thank them for their hard work and dedication. Rich and John then recognized two employees who were 

celebrating 40 years of service with Catholic Cemeteries of Long Island: Ron Gregory, Field Operations 

Supervisor at Holy Sepulchre, and Bob Duplessis, Field Operations Supervisor at Queen of All Saints. Rich and 

John thanked Ron and Bob for their hard work, loyalty, and countless contributions to the organization during their 

tenures. Each employee was presented with a certificate to honor their achievements. 

Congratulations and Thank You Ron and Bob! 

Pictured left to right: John Kennedy, Ron Gregory, Bob Duplessis, and Richard Bie 

https://cclongisland.org/career-opportunities/
https://cclongisland.org/career-opportunities/
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Helpful Cemetery Resources 
 

Not sure how to plan a family inurnment?  Looking for more information on cemetery rules and 

regulations? Below are links to several helpful brochures and documents for families. Additional 

resources are available at CCLongIsland.org.  

Cemetery Directory—Locate a Loved One 

Planning Guide— Inurnment of Cremated Remains 

Cemetery Visitors Guide 

Cemetery Office 2025 Holiday Schedule 

Seasonal Decoration Placement/Pick Up Schedule 

Cemetery Rules & Regulations 

Cemetery Planting and Decoration Guidelines  

Grave Decorations—Frequently Asked Questions 

For more information or to schedule a sales appointment, please call or email the cemetery office: 

Phone: (516) 393-8777   Email: info@cclongisland.org 

A Gift from the Leitgeb Family 

If you visited Holy Sepulchre Cemetery recently, you may have noticed 

a new addition to our main office. Several months ago, the cemetery 

received a request from the daughters of Florence and Edward 

Leitgeb. Many years ago, their parents had handcrafted a beautiful 

cathedral clock.  With several generations of the Leitgeb family buried 

at Holy Sepulchre, Florence wished to donate the clock to the 

cemetery in order to share this spectacular piece with the public. 

Catholic Cemeteries of Long Island graciously accepted this donation, 

which is prominently displayed in the lobby with the following plaque: 

Thank you to the Leitgeb family for this generous donation! 
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SACRED PLACES 

Annual Christmas Ornament Masses 

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES OF LONG ISLAND 
Serving the Catholic community across Long Island since 1856 

Each December, Catholic Cemeteries of Long Island welcomes 

all families to attend our traditional Christmas Ornament Masses. 

During the course of these special Masses, family members are 

invited to bring an ornament to be placed on one of the trees in 

the Chapel.   

A record number of families attended this year’s services on 

December 6th, with 700 people joining us for our Ornament 

Masses at one of our four sites—Holy Rood, Queen of Peace, 

Holy Sepulchre, and Queen of All Saints . 

Families that were unable to attend one of the Masses are 

welcome to place an ornament on our Chapel trees when visiting 

our cemeteries. As our Chapels are public places, we recommend 

an ornament that can be easily replaced, if necessary. Ornaments 

will remain on the trees throughout the Christmas season. 

Families wishing to retrieve their ornaments should pick them up 

from the cemetery by Wednesday, January 7th as the trees will 

be removed from the Chapels on January 8th. 

IMPORTANT DATES: UPCOMING EVENTS, HOLIDAYS, AND CLEANUPS  

 Wednesday, December 24, 2025 (Christmas Eve): Offices Close at 12:30PM, Cemeteries Open for Visitation 

 Thursday, December 25, 2025 (Christmas Day): Offices Closed, Cemeteries Open for Visitation 

 Wednesday, December 31, 2025 (New Year’s Eve): Offices Close at 12:30PM, Cemeteries Open for Visitation 

 Thursday, January 1, 2026 (New Year’s Day): Offices Closed, Cemeteries Open for Visitation 

 Thursday, January 8, 2026: Removal of Chapel Christmas Trees, Cleanup of Mausoleum Benches/Areas 

 Thursday, January 15, 2026: Full Cleanup of All Gravesites Begins (See Pages 5-6 for more information) 

 Monday, January 19, 2026 (Martin Luther King Jr Day): Offices Closed, Cemeteries Open for Visitation 

Catholic Cemeteries of Long Island is open for visitation 7 days a week, 365 days a year. However, following 

inclement weather with snow accumulation, we will periodically need to keep the cemeteries closed until our staff 

has been able to ensure that the roadways and walkways are safe for visitors. 
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Holiday Decoration Program for 2025-2026 

Have you placed your decoration orders for the upcoming holidays? Families may place decoration orders 

on our website for Christmas 2025, Easter 2026, Mother’s Day 2026, and Father’s Day 2026.   

Save time and money by placing your orders online. Online pricing reflects a $5 savings on each item 

compared to mail or in-person orders. Families can also receive additional savings by ordering a 3 holiday 

or 4 holiday package. We have made further improvements to our online checkout process and are 

confident you will find the system more user friendly. To place a decoration order, visit CCLongIsland.org 

and click on Holiday Decoration Program from the top menu (or click here). Then, click the cemetery in 

which your loved one is interred to view decoration options and add items to your cart. 

Easter Palm Cross 

Christmas Blanket or Pillow 

Mother’s Day 

Potted Plant 

Easter 

Lily 

CHAPEL DECORATIONS 

Christmas Poinsettia 

Please note: Catholic Cemeteries of Long Island reserves the right to substitute decorations of a similar quality and nature, based on 
vendor availability. For Mother’s Day and Father’s Day plants, the floral color and exact mix of flowers and containers may vary.  

Catholic Cemeteries of Long Island is no longer offering the live grave plant option at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery for Mother's Day & 
Father's Day due to the cemetery's large population of deer and other wildlife. Families may order an artificial potted plant for Mother's 
Day and Father's Day for grave placement at Holy Sepulchre only. 

GRAVE DECORATIONS 

Father’s Day 

Potted Plant 

Mother’s Day 

Chapel Plant 

Father’s Day 

Chapel Plant 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oaVgGPrHPrNsNNm3L0jTg0J_ajtJo91TMU9SgIIS-8AidJVhTFZSv59QdyahZW2QjjjrQbdY68NFOw9tJ9S3i5RwLNrQy-Vly3KMFxsIv5E6jY4hbdH5acvMyiKfMpzvH3YrE0xwg2AhJZTJop14lQ==&c=P1TcUmn6p0xFTI3Ilaqvh770ZKwrONfi4vTsUU3TnVqEnN5NAxiIXg==&ch=sTGcccUzi_Ao
https://cclongisland.org/store-holiday-decorations/
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 St. Michael the Archangel Columbaria—New Niches Available at Holy Rood! 

For more information or to schedule a sales appointment, please contact the cemetery office: 

Holy Sepulchre Cemetery: (631) 732-3460 

Queen of All Saints Cemetery: (631) 234-8297 

For more information or to schedule a sales appointment, please contact the cemetery office: 

Cemetery of the Holy Rood: (516) 334-7990 

Queen of Peace Cemetery: (516) 434-2439 

Catholic Cemeteries of Long Island is pleased to announce that we have completed Phase 2 development within    

St. Michael the Archangel Cremation Garden at Cemetery of the Holy Rood. Two new columbaria have been 

installed, adding 200 niches to our popular outdoor cremation area which are NOW AVAILABLE for families to 

consider. These niches can accommodate either one or two urns (depending on urn size), with memorialization 

options including sandblasted inscription, bronze emblems, and stainless steel portraits.  

Statues Installed at Queen of Peace Cemetery 

Last month, two bronze statues were installed at Queen 

of Peace Cemetery. Located in front of the mausoleums 

next to the Chapel, the statues of St. Pope John Paul II 

and St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta now greet visitors as 

they drive into the cemetery.   

The base of each statue features a limited number of 

cremation niches, which will be available for purchase in 

early 2026. Please reach out to the cemetery office for 

additional details.  

New Graves at Holy Rood and Holy Sepulchre 

New graves were recently made available at Cemetery of the Holy Rood in Westbury. A limited number of Single 

Graves are available in Sections 12, 14 and 15, with a limited number of Double Graves available in Section 7.  

Additionally, development of new section (Section 2) at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery is almost complete. Offering families 

Single Graves and Double Graves, Section 2 will open up for sale in January 2026.  


